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Woden Valley Uniting Church 

http://www.woden-valley.uca.org.au/ 
 

26 March 2023         

 
We Gather as people of God 

 
The Gong is struck three times 
 
The gong sounds. We hold silence. We listen to the gong calling us to gather, calling us to be present in this 

time of worship.  

 
Prelude Music  
 
Acknowledgement of Country  
 
Lighting community candle 
 
Call to worship    
 
We gather in holy wonder in a mystery that is not our own.  
We bring our hearts, our minds and our questions.  
We bring a longing for beauty and the urge for surprise.  
We bring the gifts we are into this time of worship.  
In word, in truth, in presence, in possibility.  
In being together, in listening to each other. 
We gather in holy wonder  
Seeking the wisdom of God. 
 
Welcome  
 
Song  All Are Welcome   
 
Let us build a house where love can dwell  
and all can safely live. 
A place where saints and children tell  
how hearts learn to forgive.  
Built of hopes and dreams and visions,  
rock of faith and vault of grace. 
Here the love of Christ shall end divisions:  
 
Refrain  
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.  
 
Let us build a house where prophets speak,  
and words are strong and true. 
Where all God’s children dare to seek 
to dream God’s reign anew.  
Here the cross shall stand as witness  
and as symbol of God’s grace. 
Here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:  
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Refrain  
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.  
 
Let us build a house where love is found,  
in water, wine and wheat. 
A banquet hall on holy ground, 
where peace and justice meet.  
Here the love of God, through Jesus, 
is revealed in time and space, 
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us;  
 
Refrain  
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.  
 
Let us build a house where hands will reach  
beyond the wood and stone. 
To heal and strengthen, serve and teach,  
and live the Word they’ve known.  
Here the outcast and the stranger  
bear the image of God’s face. 
Let us bring an end to fear and danger;  
 
Refrain  
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.  
 
Let us build a house where all are named,  
their songs and visions heard. 
And loved and treasured, taught and claimed  
as words within the Word.  
Built of tears and cries and laughter,  
prayers of faith and songs of grace. 
Let this house proclaim from floor to rafter;  
 
Refrain  
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place  
 
Gathering Prayer   
 
Passing of the Peace  
 
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be always with you! 
 
And also with you.  
 
Let us share signs of peace with one another  
 
Lenten Ritual  
 

Bill Bogar plays a short piece on the didgeridoo * 
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In northern Australia, the evocative sounds of the didgeridoo are a traditional part of 
cultural life. The didgeridoo invites us into this year’s Lenten journey. Lent is 40 days of 
putting aside what we normally do in order to re-evaluate our lives. It’s a time of being 
more mindful, and more involved, and bathing ourselves in the rituals of the church, so we 
can see our own needs. 
 
It’s about slowing down 
Let us find the quiet centre 
It’s about going deep 
Let us find the quiet centre 
It’s about reaching the soul 
Let us find the quiet centre 
It’s about connection with creation 
Let us find the quiet centre 
It’s about connection with others 
Let us find the quiet centre 
It’s about connection with our God 
We find the quiet centre. 
 
Leader ties ribbon on Cross  
This week in the third week of our Lenten journey towards Easter let us take time to find 
the quiet centre and allow the life-giving words of God to speak to our soul. 
 
Song Come and find the quiet centre   by Shirley Erena Murray Tune Gaelic Air (TiS 477)  
 
“Come and find the quiet centre 
in the crowded life we lead, 
find the room for hope to enter, 
find the frame where we are freed: 
clear the chaos and the clutter, 
clear our eyes, that we can see 
all the things that really matter, 
be at peace, and simply be. 
  
Silence is a friend who claims us, 
cools the heat and slows the pace, 
God it is who speaks and names us, 
knows our being, touches base, 
making space within our thinking, 
lifting shades to show the sun, 
raising courage when we’re shrinking, 
finding scope for faith begun. 
  
In the Spirit let us travel, 
open to each other’s pain, 
let our loves and fears unravel, 
celebrate the space we gain: 
there’s a place for deepest dreaming, 
there’s a time for heart to care, 
in the Spirit’s lively scheming 
there is always room to spare.” 
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We Reflect on the Word for our time 
 
Bible Readings 
 
Singing the Psalms (Psalm 130) 
 
Response: 
 
Out of the depths I cry to thee, O Lord 
Don't let my cries for mercy be ignored. 
 
First Reading Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 
Second reading John 11:1- 45 
 
A Reflection  Raised to life 
 

We Respond to the Word 
 
Music for reflection 
Offering and Prayer 
Prayers of the People  The care candle is lit 
 

We celebrate Holy Communion 
 
Song  TIS 538 Feed us now bread of life 
 
Communion 

 

Long ago our ancestors knew love’s power 
and they became the tellers of love’s tale. 
Love bound them in covenant, 
teaching them to live in community 
with compassion and concern 
for the poorest among them. 
 
Yet centuries of domination and violence 
shaped a different kind of community 
based on selfishness and inequality. 
 
In the struggle against oppression, 
Jesus became the face of love, 
showing us the way to abundant life. 
 
In word and deed, he announced 
love’s new reign of justice, reconciliation, and peace. 
Filled with the courage and passion of love’s spirit, 
he gave his life to challenge the unjust systems of this world. 
 
On the night of his betrayal and arrest, 
as he shared a meal with his friends, 
Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it, 
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and gave it to his followers, saying: 
 
“Share this bread among you;  
this is my body which will be broken for justice. 
Do this to remember me.” 
 
When supper was over,  
he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 
“Share this wine among you;  
this is my blood which will be shed for liberation. 
Do this to remember me.” 
 
God of love, spirit of compassion, 
bless us and this bread and wine. 
And pour out your Holy Spirit on us 

So this everyday meal becomes an eternal feast 

that unites us with Christ,  

 
May this meal be food and drink for our journey— 
renewing, sustaining, and making us whole. 
 

Let’s join together in The Lord’s prayer: 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

God in heaven, 

your name is to be honoured. 

May your new community of hope 

be realised on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us today the essentials of life.  

Release us from our wrongdoing 

as we also release those who wrong us.  

Do not test us beyond our enduring;  

save us from all that is evil. 

For you embrace justice, love and peace,  

now and to the end of time.  Amen 
 

Words for Invitation 

 
All are welcome.  
Enjoy, for the feast is spread. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 
We thank you, God, 
for all the blessings of this table:  
for the life-giving story, 
the living bread 
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and the wine of new creation.  
As we have been fed  
by the seed that became grain,  
and then became bread,  
And the seed that became a vine,  
producing grapes that became wine,  
May we go out into the world  
to plant seeds of justice, transformation, and hope. Amen. 
 

We Go out into the World 
 
Song  TIS 687 God Gives Us A Future 
 

The Community Candle is extinguished 

 
Words of Blessing  
 
Postlude (a time for quiet reflection – please remain seated) 
 
'This week' at Woden Valley Uniting Church 
 
Notices 
Church News, Joys and concerns, significant birthdays, anniversaries or events, journeys.  

 
Fellowship 
Gathering over a cuppa together  

 
 
Call to worship https://www.ucc.org/worship-way/lent-2a-march-12/ 
Communion liturgy http://www.followingjesus.org/the-words-of-the-eucharist/ 
 
*The Didgeridoo originally the instrument played by the North Australian Aborigines, mainly from around Darwin and the Arnhem Landin Northern 
Territory, as well as from Kimberley in Western Australia and the Gulf Country in Queensland. There are many different stories as to how the 
Didgeridoo came about, varying across the different Aboriginal tribes. Traditionally it was only Aboriginal males that played the Didgeridoo during 
Ceremonial Dances. The didgeridoo is not indigenous to this area, and as Bill plays the Didgeridoo, we acknowledge this and pay our respect to 
the traditional tribes of which the didgeridoo is an important part of their traditions. 
 


